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Emily’s Corner Message From The Director

Happy New
Year to all our
families! 2008
is destined to be
a GREAT year
>~ —<_ for Building

Blocks!

As I reflect back on 2007
there are so many accom-
plishments, memories,
and events that come to
mind.

We started off the year
by passing our State Li-
censing Renewal with
flying colors. Building
Blocks said goodbye to a
few staff members and
hello to many of our cur-
rent outstanding teach-
ers. Many new families
have joined Building
Blocks and we’re so grate-
ful for all of our families
past, present, and future.
The addition of the Fa-
ther’s Day Hoe Down was
a huge success and will
be a yearly event. The

The Oakland Parent
Coalition is a branch of the
Great Start Collaborative-
Oakland which is a net-
work of public and private
services and supports,
working together to accom-
plish better results for
young children and fami-
lies.

The Parent Coalition is
an advocacy group de-
signed to help spread the
word about the importance
of early childhood develop-
ment. Whether it is shar-
ing information about brain
development and develop-

first year of our Creative
Arts Summer Camp gave
us a foundation to build a
strong program for sum-
mers to come. Our new
multi-age preschool pro-
gram is growing strong!
Each and everyday at
Building Blocks is a learn-
ing experience for everyone
including the children,
teachers, and parents.
Building Blocks is com-
mitted to continue along
on this amazing journey of
providing the highest qual-
ity care and education in
the Huron Valley area.
Building Blocks has re-
moved the phrase
“daycare” from our name
and logo. We will now be
known as Building Blocks
Preschool: An Early
Childhood Learning Com-
munity. We feel this
change truly reflects our
mission as educators and
caregivers during the most

G .. Oakland’s Parent Coalition
start Meeting At Building Blocks

Thursday, January 8, 2008

mental stages or advocating
for quality services for chil-
dren birth to age five by
contacting policymakers, the
Coalition is here to remind
others that investing in our
youngest citizens reaps
many benefits to our chil-
dren’s future success and
our community.

Meetings are fun and in-
teractive. Free onsite child
care is still available for a
limited number of children.
Dinner is provided with
family friendly door prizes.
We're very excited to be
hosting this meeting at

January 2008

important years of a
child’s life.

Please join us as we kick
off 2008 by hosting the
January meeting of the
Oakland Parenting Coali-
tion. Both Suzanne and I
are members of the Coali-
tion and are excited to
have Dr. Joan Firestone
present information on
Brain Development.

The first meeting of our
Parent Advisory Council
for 2008 will be on Thurs-
day, January 17. This
will be the planning meet-
ing for activities, fund-
raisers, and other events
of 2008. Everyone is wel-
come to attend and child
care will be provided!
Please R.S.V.P.

As always, please feel
free to contact me at any-
time with your questions,
concerns, and comments!
Ms.Emily-

Building Blocks and
honored have Dr. Joan
Firestone as the guest
speaker. Please join us for
the meeting!
Dr. Joan Firestone,
Director of Early Child-
hood for Oakland
Schools will be
presenting
information on
Brain Development in
the Early Years
and the
Importance of Investing
in Early Childhood

www.greatstartforkids-oakland.org
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**Dates To Remember**
January 1 ~ CLOSED
January 8 ~ Oakland Par-
enting Coalition January
Meeting @ Building Blocks
January 17 ~ Building
Blocks Parent Advisory
Meeting

**Dates To Remember**
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doors, even during cold weather for
short periods of time, have fewer inci-
dences of respiratory illness. Open
spaces in outdoor areas encourage chil-

possible.

Outdoor Play-Winter

We do play outdoors in the winter at
Building Blocks! Please remember to
bring coats, snow pants, mitten, gloves, dren to develop gross motor skills in
hats, and boots labeled with your child’s ways that may be difficult to duplicate
name everyday. State Child Care Licens- indoors.

ing rules state that we shall provide daily Shoe Covers

outdoor play when children are in atten- Please put on a pair of blue shoe

dance for more than 5 con.tlnuous hours a ¢gvers as you enter the center from
day, unless prevented by inclement

Tuition

Tuition is due Fridays by 6:00 p.m. A
$20.00 late fee will be posted on Mon-
day to your account if tuition is not
received on time. Notices will be
placed in your child's folder when a
late fee has been applied to your ac-
count. If something comes up and
your unable to make a payment on
time please notify us. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Health Physicals
Children under the age of 30 months
are required to update health physi-

weather.
Preschool-age children will not go out-

the porch or remove your shoes.
This helps keep the floor dry and
salt free for the children. A basket

doors if the wind-chill factor temperature
is at or below 20° F.

Infants and Toddlers will stay indoors
when it is under 30° F.

Against popular belief, cold weather does
not make children ill. Studies have indi-
cated that children, who are taken out-

cals yearly. Children over the age of
30 months are required to update
health physicals every two years. Im-
munization records are also required
to be updated yearly. If your child is
in need of a current physical or shot
record please submit them as soon as

NEW Keypad Entry Door Lock Coming Soon NEW

Building Blocks has purchased a Keypad Entry Door Lock that will be installed as extra security for
the front entrance. There will be a four digit code for all parents to enter on the keypad outside of
the door in order to gain entry. Please know that there has not been a specific incident that has
prompted the installation of this door lock. Feedback from current and prospective parents has been
helpful in determining what Building Blocks can do to make this the safest environment possible for
your child. If you have any questions please speak with Ms. Emily.

of shoe covers is hung on the com-
puter shelf. Thanks.

2008 Pare'ht'Questionnaire

. Please anonymously fill out the enclosed questionnaire so that we can see if our pre- .
= school and child care services are living up to your expectations. Return them in the -
W comments box on the porch! Thanks you in advance for your cooperation! W

Parent Advisory Council Meeting
Thursday, January 17
6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
FREE child care Available

Join us for our first Parent Advisory Council Meeting of 2008! Everyone is welcome to attend . We're still in the
early stages developing the Parent Advisory Council's goals and objectives and will be putting fogether our 2008 yearly
plan. We have a lot of exciting things planned for the upcoming year beginning with our Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fund-
raiser!

Building Blocks Preschool believes that parents are viewed as partners in their child's education. We want to provide
as many opportunities as possible for parents to partake in their child's early educational experiences here at Building
Blocks. Your participation, ideas, and concerns are always encouraged and welcome. Research indicates that when
teachers, parents and families work together children benefit. Parental involvement is a significant factor in determin-
ing a child's later success in school. By forming this parent group we will increases the awareness and need for high-
quality child care and early childhood education in our community. Speak with Ms. Emily if you have questions.
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pn Early Childhogg
Leafni.l‘lg. Commum}y

Ever conscious of the impact of words to convey underlying meaning
and points of view, we chose our name, Building Blocks Pre-
school- An Early Childhood Learning Community, with care.
Building Blocks, reflects our belief that we are laying an educa-
tional foundation for the children we serve to be successful through-
out their lives. With this strong foundation we build upon our deep
respect for children’s strengths, competencies and potential. Pre-
school, we believe children are lovers of learning and we create an
organized educational environment to encourage and support this de-
sire. We partner with the children and families we serve in their
Early Childhood. Learning, is the acquisition and development of
memories and behaviors, including skills, knowledge, understand-
ing, values and wisdom. Community, is the strength of our school,
1t lies in the relationships that we build; and further, in the sense of
community that we create, both within our school environment and
in the Huron Valley Area.




Come Grow With Us
248.889.2727

January Birthday’s

Coral ~January 6  Amelia ~ January 10

Skylar ~ January 17

Kitty ~ January 26

2007 Staff Training Hours

Congratulations to the following staff members for completing more
than the required yearly training hours!

Janet ~ 19 Hours Ke”y ~ 8 Hours

J|" ~ 36 Hours Plus 1 College Course at OCC toward her Asso-
ciates Degree in Early Childhood Education

L|nda ~ 14 Hours LESley ~ 14 Hours

Lau A ~ 16 Hours Plus 5 College Courses at OCC toward her
Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education

Wendy ~ 33 Hours

Thank You
Building Blocks
Families
for your
Generosity

Curriculum Corner

12/24 - 1/4 Holiday Celebrations
1/7 — 1/18 Jan Brett Books
1/21 — 2/1 Art Adventures

Tell Your Friends About Us!

We offer children the opportu-
nity fo explore new ideas, practice
making choices, feel competent and
in control, interact with others, and
fine tune new skills.

We are very excited about all
the great things the children are
doing here and we are looking for
friends to share it with.

We have enrollment spaces available and if you
know of anyone looking for care, please recommend
us.

We will be more than happy to give you $75 of f
one weeks tuition for every referral that signs up
for a minimum of 3 part time days. This is a special
offer for January.

Little Caesars
Pizza Kit
Fundraiser

It’s that time of year again and just in time for
Super Bowl Sunday! Building Blocks will be
participating in the Little Caesars e
Pizza, Cookie Dough, and Pie Kit "G
Fundraising Program this month!

We expect that this fundraiser will w
be a huge success. Order forms
should arrive shortly with a two
week sales period and a pick-up date just before
Super Bowl Sunday.
Our incentive to you this year is if
you sell 20 or more items you’ll earn a

watch your child for FREE on Friday,
February 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. The children will have a fun
filled night and you will be able to enjoy a Friday
night out before Valentines Day!
As always we appreciate your support and
look forward to another successful fundraiser!!!

P%%% FREE NIGHT OUT. Yes, we will



